
Cherish the Season 

‘Tis the season!  I hear it all 
the time.  Folks use this 
phrase to talk about their 
busy-ness, their excite-
ment, their budgets, their 
level of stress, the number 
of parties they’re attending 
or hosting, and the list goes 
on.  In general, people are 
“preparing” for something, 
which is an appropriate 
thing to do during this sea-
son of Advent.  Advent is 
the season of preparation 
for Christmas.  During this 
season we prepare for the 
coming of Jesus Christ, 
both as a baby in the man-
ger, and at his second com-
ing.  Some families light 
Advent wreaths (like the 
one we have in our chapel, 
except smaller) and others 
use Advent calendars to 
mark the days of prepara-
tion and to count down to 
Christmas.  I believe the 
important thing to remem-
ber during this season is 
that it’s not Christmas yet.  
Yes, we are busy preparing 
for “the day,” but let’s not 
pretend that Christmas is 
over after the gifts are 
open.  Christmas day is the 
first day of a twelve-day 
season, which ends on 
Epiphany (January 6th).  

During this time we really 
celebrate the birth of Jesus.  
Many people say that they 
are so “over” Christmas by 
the 26th, but this is only 
because they’ve begun the 
celebration too early.  I en-
joy putting up my tree on 
the 22nd or 23rd and only do 
a small amount of deco-
rating beforehand.  I have a 
wreath on my front door 
(from the Green Show) and 
I have candles in my win-
dows, but nothing else is 
yet out of the closet or 
attic.  By waiting to cele-
brate Christmas, I am able 
to fully enjoy the twelve 
days and my anticipation 
during the season of Ad-
vent is much richer. 

Now, I’m guessing that you 
already have your tree up 
and you won’t be judged by 
me for this!  Enjoy it, but 
also try to save some spe-
cial traditions for the 
Christmas season.  Last 
year I bought used books 
for my grandchildren and 
wrapped them all.  They 
could open one each night 
and have it for their bed-
time story.  When my own 
children were small, my 
husband and I gave them 
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DECEMBER 1, 2016 

Holiday Camp Only 

DECEMBER 2, 2016 
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DECEMBER 6, 2016 

Family Chapel 

DECEMBER 7, 2016 

Andrews Place 

DECEMBER 14, 2016 
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11:30am 

DECEMBER 19-23, 2016 

Holiday Camp Only 

DECEMBER 26, 2016 

School Closed 

DECEMBER 27-30, 2016 

Holiday Camp Only 

the gift of one hour each 
day of uninterrupted play-
time with the parent of 
their choice.  We enjoyed 
puzzles, games, cooking, 
and all sorts of fun activi-
ties. 

You might also want to de-
velop a “Twelfth Night” 
tradition.  What can you do 
to mark the end of the sea-
son?  I usually take down 
the tree and put away oth-
er decorations.  It’s bitter-
sweet; I know it’s time to 
put them away, but I have-
n’t grown tired of them 
since they didn’t make an 
appearance early in Ad-
vent.  I take one last look 
through all the cards re-
ceived, especially relishing 
the ones with personal 
notes or even a duplicated 
letter.  Then I sweep the 
needles off the front porch 
and am done!  (I must con-
fess, I leave the candles in 
the windows until spring!)  
I hope that whatever tradi-
tions you and your family 
observe, that they are filled 
with the joy of the season. 

I wish you a blessed Ad-
vent, a merry Christmas 
season, and a happy 2017. 

Dr. Jo Harney 
Head of School  
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It’s beginning to sound a lot 

like Christmas! December is 

my favorite month of the 

year and I love Christmas 

music. We have been singing 

about the birth of baby Je-

sus as we learn about the 

Advent Wreath and the  

Créche. 

The Pre-K Stars have been 

rehearsing for their annual 

Christmas pageant. They 

wear costumes, sing, and act 

out the nativity story. All of 

the children have been prac-

ticing songs for the sing-

along at the our Christmas 

party on Wednesday, Decem-

ber 14th. I hope you can 

come and join us as we sing 

some of our favorite Christ-

mas songs. 

Dr. Nadine DiLorenzo 

Music Teacher 

The nursery classrooms have 
been all a-flutter with Christmas 
crafts and cheer! We have even 
used hand and foot to get the job 
done. Excitement for the season 
is definitely in the air. 

While we have been as busy as 
Santa’s elves, we have managed 
to practice our manners with 
friends and teachers and exercise 
safety on the steps and outside 

We are looking forward to spend-
ing time with family and friends. 

We wish everyone a very Merry 
Christmas and a happy, healthy 
New Year 2017! 

Lana Glass, Suzanne King, 
Lisa Stasio, Lisa Stevens 

Nursery Teachers  

on the playground. Our daily rou-
tine has consisted of recognition 
of our first names, colors and 
shapes. We are learning to treat 
books with kindness and return 
our toys to the proper place. We 
are enjoying singing our blessings 
before snack and lunch and we 
are progressing in our ability to 
walk in a line to and from our 
Special classes. 

Nursery’s Workshop 

Sounds of Music 

CCEP Christmas Party 

Wednesday, December 14th 5:00-7:00 p.m. 
Celebrate with Santa and Friends 

Holiday Crafts  Christmas Sing-A-Long 

Sign up to help and/or bring a dish at: 
http://www.PerfectPotluck.com/meals.php?t=CUZY6960 

RSVP Today! dgilliam@christchurchde.org 

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http://www.perfectpotluck.com/meals.php%3ft%3dCUZY6960&c=E,1,bYqqja3otV9qKHuf_kzHeyhx9GWl7EsGEknn2shQxaiGTMRzLcPPA-nDnMtmPnEP9jD0d1Z6mZaRICeBcX0ub0SwhvfMpmpzckHJPqBy4WTd-4749KY,&typo=1


Hanukkah and Godly Play 
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every night of Hanukkah.  The children in Godly 

Play heard the story, were able to see a meno-

rah with candles, and play with a dreidel.  The 

children and I also discussed how Hanukkah is 

very different than Christmas. 

The rest of December, in Godly Play, we are 

telling the story of Advent and the coming of 

the baby Jesus at Christmas by sharing the 

journey to Bethlehem together including the 

prophets, the Holy Family, the Shepherds and 

finally the Wise Men! 

Many blessings to 

each and every fami-

ly for a Christmas 

filled with wonder, 

love and joy!! 

Lynne Jensen 
Godly Play Teacher 

This week in Godly Play, the children were pre-

sented the story about the holiday of Hanukkah. 

This is particularly important since Christians 

have their beginnings in the Jewish tradition. In 

Godly Play we call the people of the Old Testa-

ment the People of God.  Hanukkah commemo-

rates the rededication of the Holy Temple (the 

Second Temple) in Jerusalem at the time of the 

Maccabean Revolt against the Seleucid Empire. 

At the end of the war, there was only enough 

oil left for one night in the oil lamp. Miraculous-

ly, the oil lasted for eight nights rather than 

only one night! Hanukkah is observed for eight 

nights and days by the kindling of the light of a 

nine branched menorah, one additional light on 

each night of the holiday, progressing to eight 

on the final night. Hanukkah is known as the 

Festival of Lights and the Feast of Dedication. 

The holiday is also marked by special games 

and food, and many families give a present 

CCEP Christmas Pageant 

Thursday, December 15 

11:00am for the Preschool 
11:30am for families 

You are welcome to come at 11am if that fits your schedule better but seating will be limited. 
 

Christ Church Christmas Pageant 

One rehearsal:  Saturday, December 17th from 10 am to 12 pm 

Showtime:  December 18th at 5 pm 

Preschool students 3 years and older are invited to participate. Older siblings are welcome too. Children who 
are age three or four can be either cherubs or sheep. Children who are age five or older are townspeople. 

For more information, please see the Pageant flyer which will be available from the CCEP office. If you have 
any questions, please contact Sandy Durgin at scdurgin@comcast.net. 

Click here to sign up: 

http://www.christchurchde.org/gather/children/childrens-events/#pageant 

mailto:scdurgin@comcast.net
http://www.christchurchde.org/gather/children/childrens-events/#pageant
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505 Buck Road 
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(302) 472-0021 

Fax (302) 655-2259 

ccep@christchurchde.org 
 

A Ministry of 

Christ Church Christiana Hundred 

ccepde.org 

Elliott B.—December 11 

Anthony A.—December 13 

December Birthdays! 

JANUARY 2017 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1  2 School 

   Resumes 
3 Family Chapel 

 

4 Andrew’s 

    Place 
5  

 

6  7 

8  9  10 BOT Mtg  11  12 PA Mtg 13  14  

15  16 MLK Day 

      Holiday Camp 
      Only 

17  18 19  

 

20  21  

22  23  24  25 26 Child Find 

       Screening 
       (ages 3+ yrs.) 

27 Reenrollment 

       Contracts Due 
28  

29  30 31      

Christmas shopping with Amazon? Login at www.smile.amazon.com. 
Choose Christ Church Episcopal Preschool as the charitable organization 
and the school will benefit from your purchases.  We receive a small per-

centage of sales when you log in this way. 

Make this your Amazon bookmark and we’ll always benefit. 

http://www.smile.amazon.com

