
The Best Gifts 

When our children re-
turned to school today, 
they went to chapel to 
hear the story of the three 
kings (or wise men) who 
traveled to the manger to 
present gifts to the baby 
Jesus.   The children 
brought the figures to the 
crèche, which has been 
set up in the chapel since 
early December, but has 
been lacking these partici-
pants in the story.  They 
learned that Christmas 
isn’t over yet—that we 
celebrate the twelve days 
of Christmas and then 
move to Epiphany on 
January 6th. 

It can be difficult for chil-
dren to understand the 
value of “gold, frankin-
cense, and myrrh”—the 
gifts presented to the 
Christ child.  What we try 
to impress upon them is 
that these were gifts of 
great value.  Some theolo-
gians see much symbolism 
and foreshadowing in the 
gifts presented, but all we 
want our children to know 
is that these were very 
special gifts for a very spe-

cial person.  The three 
visitors, whether they 
were “wise men,” kings, 
or Zoroastrian priests, 
traveled a great distance 
to bestow honor on the 
newborn child. 

How can we honor the 
child, and teach our chil-
dren to do the same?  Talk 
with your children about 
gift-giving.  I realize it 
seems somewhat late for 
this, having just enjoyed 
gifts at Christmas time 
with our families and 
friends, but it is never too 
late to help your children 
feel gratitude and gener-
osity.  Why did you give 
your brother or Aunt Susie 
a gift?  How did it make 
you feel?  Did you say 
“thank you “for the gifts 
you received?   If not, is 
there a way to still do so? 

Help your children under-
stand that gifts don’t have 
to be “things.”  Doing 
something helpful for 
someone is as much a gift 
as the kind you unwrap.  
Helping around the house 
is the obvious example, 
but these acts can be of-
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 Don’t forget to sign up 

for MLK holiday camp. 

 

JANUARY DATES 

JANUARY 2, 2017 

School Resumes 

JANUARY 3, 2017 

Family Chapel 

JANUARY 4, 2017 

Andrew’s Place 

JANUARY 10, 2017 

BOT Mtg 

JANUARY 12, 2017 

Parent Assoc. Mtg 

JANUARY 16, 2017 

MLK Day 

Holiday Camp Only 

JANUARY  26, 2017 

Child Find—Ages 3+ 

fered on behalf of some-
one we don’t even know.  
Donating money, toys, 
clothing or food to the 
needy can be done at any 
time of year. 

Using words to express 
our love or affection for 
someone in our lives is a 
precious gift that never 
goes unappreciated.  Chil-
dren often don’t have the 
words for expressing 
these feeling, but we, as 
parents, can help them 
learn to say the right 
things: “I’m glad you’re 
my friend.”  “I like being 
with you.”  “Can I help 
you with that?”  “I love 
you.” 

We honor Jesus when we 
give gifts of words, deeds, 
and things, because we 
are learning to live a life 
of generosity and selfless-
ness, as he did.  As we ap-
proach Epiphany and hear 
the story of the gifts given 
to Jesus, remember to 
help your children be-
come gift givers and gra-
cious receivers. 

Dr. Jo Harney 
Head of School  
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Our primary students were 

happy to be back in the 

classroom. As we settle back 

in to our daily routines, we 

will continue to maintain, de-

velop and introduce new 

skills and concepts. Hand-

writing without Tears re-

mains a priority as well as 

number acquisition, social 

and emotional maturity and 

self help skills. 

Do you know the difference 

between reading “to us” and 

reading “with us?” Reading 

“with” is not only more inter-

active but a lot more fun and 

engaging. We encourage you 

to use prediction, ask ques-

tions, be dramatic and point 

out the letter of the week. 

It will make the story come 

alive and develop a love of 

words with your child. 

 

Nancy Borda, Rebecca Crompton, 

Kelly Davis & Lisa Tuleya 

Primary Teachers 

It’s that time of year. In 

mid-January, we will be-

gin our re-enrollment 

process for the 2017-18 

school year.  We will also 

be accepting new appli-

cations at that time.  In 

order to secure your 

applications.  We will also 

begin processing financial 

aid applications at that 

time.  To apply for aid, 

please visit this site:  

www.sss.nais.org. 

child’s place for next 

year, you will need to re-

enroll by February 3rd.    

We will enroll returning 

students and siblings 

(whose paperwork is 

complete by February 3) 

before acting upon new 

Re-Enrollment and New Enrollment 

Primary Preparation 

Keyless Entry System 

The front door area looks a little different! 
We have installed a new keyless entry sys-
tem. No more waiting for someone to an-
swer. No more peering through the glass to 
see if anyone is in the office. No more 
shoulder shock from pulling on the locked 
door. You have been assigned a digital 
code as a unique identifier and authorization 
to enter the building. We added codes for 
everyone on your child’s pickup list 
(grandparents, nannies/babysitters, and oth-

ers whom you  have authorized). Please 
convey that information to them, as they 
will need it to enter the building.   If you are 
not sure of your code or are having diffi-
culty, please contact the office. 

 

To use the keypad, press “start,” then your 
digital code, then “open.”  You will hear a 
brief beep and the “accepted” light will 
come on.  The door will then be unlocked. 

http://www.sss.nais.org
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food, nature and much more. 

Their weekly newsletter consistently updates the les-

sons learned so that what is learned in the class-

room is reinforced at home. We love how they incor-

porate the students’ enthusiasm and achievements in 

the “Honor Roll Kids of the Week” section. 

This year, Language U. introduced a new CD, ¡Listos! 

We were so excited that we purchased one for each 

Primary class and Pre-K class.  If you would like to 

purchase your copy for $18, contact them at: 

TeamLU@languageuniv.com or (610) 350-8952. 

Our students and teachers are enjoying the Lan-

guage University Spanish program. Paul’s and Lia’s 

enthusiasm is catchy! They are masterful at teaching 

the language through many activities, songs, crafts 

and games. Paul’s accompanying guitar is always a 

big hit. 

Paul and Lia are committed to immersing students in 

the Spanish culture by engaging all of the senses. 

This keeps the class fresh and exciting. The vocabu-

lary is relevant to their everyday lives. Themes of the 

current season and/or present holiday are always 

fun. To date, students have learned words and 

phrases of greeting and departure, colors, animals, 

Save The Date 
Friday May 5, 2017 

Our Annual Spring Gala is always a blast! 

This year’s theme: 

Cinco de Mayo! 

IMPORTANT UPCOMING EVENTS & REMINDERS 

 

January 16—Martin Luther King Day Holiday Camp  

 

February 23—Moms’ Night Out  

 

Please update your child’s extra clothes with winter attire. 
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Christ Church 
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505 Buck Road 

P.O. Box 3510, Greenville 

Wilmington, DE  19807 
 

(302) 472-0021 

Fax (302) 655-2259 

ccep@christchurchde.org 
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Christ Church Christiana Hundred 
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Wren U.—January 6 

Michael P.—January 7 

Oliver U.—January 19 

Cooper P.—January 23 

Elise H.—January 31 

January Birthdays! 

FEBRUARY 2017 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 Andrew’s 

    Place 
2  3 Reenrollment 

    Contracts Due 
 

4  

5  

 

6  7 Family Chapel 8  9 PA Mtg 10  11  

12  13  14 BOT Mtg  15  16  

 

17 In Service 

       Holiday Camp 
       Only 

18 

19  

 

20 Presidents’ 

       Day—Holiday 
       Camp Only 

21  22  23 Moms’ Night 

       Out 
24  25 

26  27  28      

Shop Amazon Smile at www.smile.amazon.com. Choose Christ 
Church Episcopal Preschool as the charitable organization. Amazon 
pays us a small percentage of your sales at no extra charge to you. 

Make this your Amazon bookmark and we’ll always benefit. 

http://www.smile.amazon.com

