
Count Your Blessings—Be a Blessing! 
In chapel this year, we are 

focusing on counting our 

blessings and giving 

thanks for our blessings.  

The children made a list 

of 10 blessings during the 

last two chapel services, 

naming such things as 

their hands, their dogs, 

their lovies, their families, 

and themselves.  At the 

end of the second chapel, 

the students in the Stars 

class were so eager to 

name more blessings that 

they stayed behind to add 

to the list we were making 

on large chart paper.  

That is a blessing in it-

self—to be so filled with 

blessings that your list 

overflows and you can’t 

wait to share it! 

It is so easy to focus on 

the stresses and demands 

of our lives, our aches and 

pains, our losses; and 

those things do demand 

our focus at times.  Is it 

possible, though, to make 

a point of noticing, naming, 

and giving thanks for our 

blessings?  Every day, we 

drive on to this campus via 

a beautiful tree-lined lane 

where we watch the sea-

sons change and where 

wildlife abounds—ducks, 

squirrels, birds (even 

hawks and a pileated 

woodpecker), an occasional 

deer, raccoons, chipmunks, 

possums, snakes.  How of-

ten do we take the time to 

notice and be grateful?  

Our amazing community of 

parents and children ar-

rives each morning, greet-

ing one another, holding 

the door, asking about 
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family members, comfort-

ing the crying child (or 

the crying parent), admir-

ing the new rain boots, 

and taking just a few min-

utes before hitting the 

work world to connect 

with others.  Can we count 

this time as a blessing as 

well?   

I am throwing out a chal-

lenge to everyone who 

reads this column—take 

the time to notice and 

count your blessings.  

Then find a way to be a 

blessing to someone else.  

I would love to hear from 

you about how this af-

fects your overall mind-

set, your relationships, 

and your day.  

Jo Harney 
Head of School  

OCTOBER DATES 

OCTOBER 4, 2016 

Family Chapel 

OCTOBER 10, 2016 

Columbus Day       

Holiday Camp Only 

OCTOBER 11, 2016 

BOT Mtg 

OCTOBER 12, 2016 

Morning with Dad 

OCTOBER 13, 2016 

Parent Assoc. Mtg 

OCTOBER 24, 2016 

Picture Day            

5 Day Students 

OCTOBER 25, 2016 

Picture Day            

3 Day Students 

OCTOBER 26, 2016 

Bishop’s Visit 

OCTOBER 29, 2016 

Running of The Rams 

OCTOBER 30, 2016 

Trunk N Treat 

RUNNING OF THE RAMS! 
October 29, 2016 at 8:45am 

FUN RUN to begin at 8:30 

Register Today:  YES, I WANT TO RUN WITH THE CCEP RAMS 
Sponsors: 

Hagley Library and Museum * Dalton and Associates, P.A. 
Cross & Simon, LLC * Kelly Rubincan of The Mottola Group 

Sullivan Hazeltine Allinson, LLC * Cynthia Chubb, Chubb Realty/REMAX 
Little Nest Portraits * Jo and Gary Harney * Julee and Dan Schwieger 

Andy Marine * Caffe Gelato * University and Whist Club 

http://www.races2run.com/events/running-of-the-rams-5k/
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Engaging Godly Play 

Busy Bees 
Our littlest CCEP students have been learning the 

classroom routines, such as sitting at the table, and 

visiting the gym, chapel and playgrounds.  We have 

been sharing and taking turns, always remembering to 

use our “gentle touches.”  Tears have disappeared and 

our students are loving coming to school. 

 

Angels 
What an exciting and welcoming start to the school 

year so far! We are enjoying our new spacious class-

room and our daily routine is nicely shaping up. 

Our beginning themes have included, manners, kindness 

and using our words. We really enjoy getting outside to 

enjoy the beautiful fall weather during recess. We are 

having a great time.   

 

Butterflies 
The butterflies are settling in nicely. We are getting 

to know each other, exploring the classroom and learn-

ing our routines. We enjoy playing with play-doh, doing 

art projects and all of our specials subjects. We are 

off to a good start and looking forward to a great 

school year!! 

 

 

 

In Godly Play, the children hear Bible stories  using 
hands-on materials and participate in a short order of 
worship designed for preschool children including 
prayer and music. This fall, we will be hearing stories of 
the People of God from the Old Testament like Noah, 
Jonah, Daniel, Ruth and David. 

Godly Play reinforces what we hear in Chapel. On 
Wednesdays, I go into each classroom to present Godly 
Play to the youngest three classes. The Stars, Lions and 
Lambs have class on Friday in the Chapel.  Our time to-
gether in Godly Play is meant to be a time of sacred-
ness, joy and celebration. It is also an opportunity for 
our children to experience God at their own level and to 

begin to learn the love language of God. For more infor-
mation about Godly Play see the Christ Church website 
under Gather, then Children. 

Ask your children about Godly Play. What is their favor-
ite part of Godly Play or what was their favorite part of 
the story today? 

      Peace and blessings, 

Lynne Jensen 
Godly Play Teacher 

What’s Happening in the Classroom 

Lambs 
We have settled into our routines very well. Happy 

faces now enter our classroom. We are excited about 

the varied activities of the day. We even know all of 

our friend’s names!  

We have enjoyed our September themes of “Welcome 

to School,” “All About Me,” and “Apples, Apples Every-

where.” 

Our letter bag, show-n-tell bag and classroom bag are 

all circulating. Looking forward to October fun! 

 

Lions 
The Lions are very busy with arts and crafts.  Creativ-

ity, problem solving, observation and fine  motor skills 

are all addressed in this fun way.  We are also working 

on social and emotional development and we always pay 

attention to spiritual growth, reminding the children to 

treat others in the way they would like to be treated. 

 

Stars 
The Stars are off and running. We are enjoying playing 

with old friends and making new ones. During the month 

of September we have been adjusting to our Star 

schedule which is very busy. We are becoming pros on 

writing our names and our numbers. Our rooms look like 

a museum because our walls are filed with so many won-

derful art projects! We are s very proud of our Stars!  

http://www.christchurchde.org


Carriers of Grace 

every detail of their little lives. And as they age you will 
continue to show them what is important by the way in 
which you live your life. You will be healthy, well, and 
whole so that they themselves will value that same life-
style. You will encourage them in school because learn-
ing is such an important part of their development. You 
will model love because to love is the greatest of all vir-
tues. You will do all these things and your children will 
follow because they love you and importantly, because 
they know that they are loved by you.  

In the day-to-day grind of parenting you may not always 
feel like a carrier of grace. When you’re juggling work 
and school and bills and everything else that clamors for 
your time you may feel more like a beast of burden than 
a carrier of grace. But never forget that you are a gift. 
And you are a gift to your children.  

As a priest I must say that I consider the sacraments to 
be immensely important, but I will also say that parents 

like you are the carriers of grace that 
will make all the difference. 

Stephen Setzer  
Associate Rector of CCCH 

As parents of children at Christ 
Church Episcopal Preschool, you 
know that we in the Episcopal 
Church practice what are called sac-
raments. Sacraments are essentially 

“carriers of grace.” For example, in the sacrament of 
baptism children are sprinkled with water and through 
that water we believe that the child receives grace for 
life and for salvation, truly becoming a child of God. But 
whenever a child, particularly an infant, is baptized 
there may be some confusion. I mean, how does a child 
believe when he or she cannot form words or phrases? 
How can a child choose God or Christianity when they 
cannot yet understand the complexities of a globalized 
world and one which is full of different and varied relig-
ions? How can any of this happen when the child cannot 
even walk? These are common questions around the 
sacrament of baptism and the baptism of children, but 
these questions, in fact, have a very simple answer. The 
answer lies at the heart of parenting.  

We make choices for our children every day. Without 
those choices our children wouldn’t live! In a very real 
way, you become the carrier of grace for your children, 
making sure that they are healthy, making sure that 
they are well, making sure that they are whole. You’ve 
chosen with the greatest of care a preschool in which 
your children will learn and be loved. You’re mindful of 
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Morning with Dad* 
Wednesday, October 12th 

 
8:30 in the Classroom; Followed by Coffee with  
Dr. Jo Harney, Head of School, in Parish Hall C 

 
*Dads, Step-Dads, Grandfathers, Godfathers, Uncles  or Friends 

are cordially invited to join students for the morning. 
 

Note:  If your child will not have a dad or special friend joining him/her, please let the teacher know. 
We will make sure all the children are actively involved. 
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Grace J.—October 3 

Charlie S.—October 9 

Ainsley P.—October 14 

Jack P.—October 14 

Reeves O.—October 21 

Stuart B.—October 27 

October Birthdays! 

NOVEMBER 2016 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 Family Chapel 2 Andrew’s Place 

 

3 

 

4  5  

 

6  7 8 BOT Mtg 9  10 PA Mtg 11  12  

13  14  15  16 

 

17 Grandparent 

& Special Friends 
       Day 

18 19  

 

20  21  22  23 12:30 

       Dismissal for 
       Everyone 

 

24 Thanksgiving 

       Holiday 
  School Closed 

25Thanksgiving 

       Holiday 
  School Closed 

26 

27  28  29  3012:30 

       Dismissal for 
       Everyone 

   


