
Keep Your Head Up 

The opening of the school 

year is packed with events, 

meetings, lesson planning, 

classroom preparation, and 

a myriad of other details.  

Teachers find this time 

exciting, but at the same 

time, exhausting.  We love 

welcoming our students to 

the classroom, but some-

times we get into the men-

tality of “just keeping our 

head down and making it 

through September.”  I 

found myself saying this 

more than once in recent 

weeks, as it seemed over-

whelming to look much be-

yond that timeframe. 

At a meeting of the govern-

ing board of the National 

Association of Episcopal 

Schools last week, I lis-

tened to a consultant in-

volved in our strategic plan-

ning process describe her 

work this way:  “I love my 

job because every morning 

I get to lift up my head and 

look at the future with pur-

pose and optimism.”  I was 

struck by those words 

about lifting up one’s 

head—the exact opposite 

of what I was trying to do.  

I suddenly realized the im-

pact of keeping one’s head 

down.  We never see any-

thing but our feet!  We are 

focused on the present mo-

ment and surviving, rather 

than looking ahead, seeing 

the big picture and appreci-

ating the beauty of all that 

surrounds us. 

So, I am determined to 

“keep my head up” and look 

around at the great privi-

lege of being here every 

day.  I will remember how 

grateful I am for this 

amazing school and its com-

munity of children, parents, 

and teachers.  I will not get 

bogged down in the minuti-

ae of administration, but 
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 will recog-

nize that the 

most im-

portant 

things that 

happen here are relation-

ships, especially those be-

tween children and their 

teachers.  Just walking into 

the classroom or out on the 

playground gives me the 

opportunity to see the 

great joy that is present all 

around me.  When children 

are reading a book, laugh-

ing, skipping, and tearing 

around on the scooters, 

that is much more signifi-

cant than a piece of paper 

awaiting me at my desk. 

Let’s remind one another to 

keep our heads up and look 

beyond the view that lies at 

our feet! 

Jo Harney, D.Min. 
Head of School  

OCTOBER DATES 

OCTOBER 3, 2017 

Family Chapel 

OCTOBER 9, 2017 

Columbus Day      

Holiday Camp Only 

OCTOBER 11, 2017 

Morning with Dad 

OCTOBER 12, 2017 

Parent Association 

Mtg 8:30am, CR 

OCTOBER 21, 2017 

Running of the Rams 

5K 

OCTOBER 23&24, 2017 

Picture Days 

OCTOBER 29, 2017 

Trunk ’n’ Treat 

Click here to register:  YES, I WANT TO RUN WITH THE CCEP RAMS! 

2nd Annual 5K at Hagley 
Saturday, October 21, 2017 at 8:45am 

Children’s fun run at 8:30am 
(Free for kids 8 and under) 

Sponsorship Opportunities Available 
Call (302) 472-0021 

http://www.races2run.com/events/running-of-the-rams-5k/


fun way.  We are also working on social and 

emotional development and we always pay at-

tention to spiritual growth, reminding the chil-

dren to treat others in the way they would like 

to be treated. 

Rebecca Crompton and Kelly Davis 

Bright & Shining Stars: The Shining Stars and 

Bright Stars classes are off to a great 

start.  While we enjoy learning in our separate 

classrooms, we especially like combining our 

classes in our nature center for outdoor play 

and fun.  This month we have cleaned up the 

small garden at the top of the hill and added 

more pollinating plants to attract butterflies and 

bees.  We are also feeding the birds who live in 

our woods.  We have a variety of feeders that 

will attract many different species of birds.  We 

have "get-togethers" inside our school building 

as well.   Every Tuesday, a Star student brings 

the cross into the chapel for our weekly bible 

worship. On Wonderful Wednesday, we meet in 

one of the big parish halls and have pizza to-

gether.  Each day we also combine classes to 

listen to some great literature by our favorite 

authors and meet some new authors as well. 

Mari Schubert, Janet Spring & Annie Williams 

Busy Bees: Our littlest CCEP students have been 

working hard at accepting that Mom and Dad or 

Nannies will be back later to get them. We are  

learning the classroom routines, such as sitting 

at the table, and visiting the gym. We enjoy our 

time on playground. We have been sharing and 

taking turns. Tears are disappearing and our 

students are loving coming to school.  
Lana Glass, Joanna Kayiaros & Jean Lee 

Angels: We are celebrating the change of sea-

son with new songs, art projects and outdoor 

activities. We are enjoying our new friends. We 

look forward to all of our weekly specials, 

Chapel, Godly Play, P.E., Music and Library.   

and the upcoming October events. What a de-

light! Our frowns are now turned upside down! 

Susan Chatburn and Lisa Stasio 

Butterflies: We are off to a great start! We are 

all coming in to school happy and ready to 

play with our friends. We are learning new 

things as we explore our classroom and our 

playground. We have been focusing on shapes 

and primary colors. Next month, it’s Fall apples, 

pumpkins and Halloween! 

Suzanne King and Lisa Stevens 

Lambs: We have settled nicely into our class 

routine. Smiling faces now enter the classroom 

knowing what to expect. We are excited about 

our many activities which include creativity, 

problem solving, observation, fine and gross mo-

tor skills and listening.   

We have enjoyed our September themes 

"Welcome to School", "All About Me", and 

"Apples, Apples, Everywhere" (even ending the 

theme with the class making an apple pie!) Our 

"Letter Bags" and the "Lamb Bag" are now cir-

culating!  We are looking forward to October 

Fun! 

Nancy Borda and Lisa Tuleya 

Lions: The Lions are very busy with arts and 

crafts. Creativity, problem solving, observation 

and fine motor skills are all addressed in this 
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A Word From Our Classrooms  

Look at the praying mantis we discovered 

while out on the playground. 



Morning with Dad* 
Wednesday, October 11th 

 

8:30 in the Classroom; Followed by Coffee with  

Dr. Jo Harney, Head of School, in Parish Hall C 
 

Dads, Step-Dads, Grandfathers, Godfathers, Uncles  or Friends 

are cordially invited to join students for the morning. 
 

Note:  If your child will not have a dad or special friend joining him/her, please let the teacher know. 

We will make sure all the children are actively involved. 

About Godly Play 

     On 

Wednesdays, 

I go into each 

classroom to 

present Godly 

Play to the 

youngest 
three classes. 

The Stars, Lions and Lambs have 

class on Friday in the Chapel.  Our 

time together in Godly Play is meant 

to be a time of sacredness, joy and 

celebration. It is also an opportunity 

for our children to experience God 

     In Godly Play, the children 

hear Bible stories using hands-on 

materials and participate in a 

short order of worship designed 

for preschool children including 

prayer and music. This fall, we will 

be hearing Godly Play stories that 
complement the stories featured 

each week in Chapel from “The 

Children of God Storybook Bible” 

retold by Archbishop Desmond 

Tutu, including Creation, Noah, 

Abraham, David, and Ruth ending 

with Advent and Christmas. 
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at their own level and to begin to 

learn the love language of God. 

For more information about 

Godly Play see the Christ 

Church website  under Gather 

then Children. 

     Ask your children about God-

ly Play. What is their favorite part 

of Godly Play or what was their 

favorite part of the story today? 

     Peace and blessings,  
Lynne Jensen  

Godly Play Teacher 

Trunk-n-Treat 
Sunday, October 29th, 5pm-6:30pm 

 

Enjoy an evening of  food, fun, fellowship, and candy at our annual Trunk ’n Treat. Decorate your 
car trunk in the lower and circle parking lots. Share a potluck supper in the Parish Hall, followed 
by trick or treating. Come for the full evening of  fun or join in for only a portion! Look for the 
detailed flyer to come home later this week. 

http://www.christchurchde.org/gather/children/


 

The holiday season is quickly approaching. We will soon be embarking on the 

often overwhelming details of shopping, planning, and following through on 

our “perfect” holiday. Join our Rector, Ruth Beresford, for a conversation 

about putting the Thanks in Thanksgiving and the Christ in Christmas. She will 

offer some pearls of wisdom on how to make the holidays more meaningful 

for you and your children. 

 

Mark your calendars for the evening of 

Wednesday, November 15th 

We hope you will be able to attend, and please feel free 

to bring a friend. More information to come. 

Picture Days 

October 23rd & 24th 

 

Our photographs are taken by Apple Branch 

Photography, part of Little Nest Portraits. If 

your child attends five days, he/she will be 

photographed on Monday. If your child is 

in the three-day program, he/she will be 

photographed on Tuesday. Class photos will 

be on Tuesday, with the exception of the 

Stars, whose class picture will be on Mon-

day. 

Remember that solid colors are best for 

photographs. If you are available to help us 

shuttle children back and forth between 

classrooms and the photo site, we could use 

a few parents in this capacity. Please reply 

by clicking here. Thanks! 

Wisdom for the Holidays: 

A Way to Teach the Faith to Young Children 

Tidbits . . . 

 
 School is closed on October 9th for   

Columbus Day. Holiday camp only. 

 Parent Association Meeting on Octo-
ber 12. All are welcome! 

 Gala Kickoff Planning Meeting October 
13th at 8:30am in the Commons 
Room. Join the planning committee. 

 Don’t forget to register for the Run-
ning of the Rams, 5K. $25 in advance, 
more the day of the event. 

 If you would like receive “emergency 
only” texts for possible inclement 
weather, please email Denise your cell 
phone carrier. 

mailto:dgilliam@christchurchde.org
mailto:dgilliam@christchurchde.org


Christ Church 

Episcopal Preschool 
 

505 Buck Road 

P.O. Box 3510, Greenville 

Wilmington, DE  19807 
 

(302) 472-0021 

Fax (302) 655-2259 

ccep@christchurchde.org 
 

A Ministry of 

Christ Church Christiana Hundred 

 

Charlie S.—October 9 

Ainsley P.—October 14 

Jack P.—October 14 

Reeves O.—October 21 

October Birthdays! 

NOVEMBER 2017 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 2 

 

3  

 

4  

5  

 

6  7 Family Chapel 8  9 PA Mtg 10  11  

12  13  14 BOT Mtg 15 Parent 

       Discussion 
       with Ruth 

16  
Grandparents/ 
Special Friends 
Day 

17  

 

18 Movie Night 

19  

 

20  21  22 Half Day of 

      School for All 
      Students 

23 Thanksgiving 

       Holiday 
       School Closed 

24 Thanksgiving 

       Holiday 
       School Closed 

25  

26 27  28  29 Half Day of  

       School for All 
       Students 

30 Green Show 

       Holiday Camp 
       ONLY 

  

Shopping with Amazon? Login at www.smile.amazon.com. Choose 
Christ Church Episcopal Preschool as the charitable organization 

and the school will benefit from your purchases.  We receive a small 
percentage of sales when you log in this way. 

Make this your Amazon bookmark and we’ll always benefit. 

http://www.smile.amazon.com

